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City of Algoma 
Finance and Personnel Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 
 
The June 19, 2019 meeting of the Finance and Personnel Committee was called to order by 
Mayor Wayne R. Schmidt at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Present at roll call: Alders Eugene Cleveland, Lee Dachelet, Mitch Groessl, Jake Maring, Scott 
Meverden, John Pabich, and Kevin Schmidt.    
 
Excused at roll call: Alder Jacque Wiese (joined the meeting at 9:45 a.m.) 
  
The Mayor declared that the meeting was in compliance with the open meetings law.  A motion 
was made by Dachelet, and seconded by Schmidt, to approve the agenda for the meeting.    
Motion carried. 
 
Pabich moved, seconded by Cleveland, to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2019 regular 
meeting of the Finance and Personnel Committee.  Motion carried. 
 
Consideration of Bills, Claims, and Conference Attendance: 
A motion was made by Schmidt, and seconded by Groessl, to approve as submitted all of the 
general bills and credit card payments.    The roll was called and all members present voted 
aye.  Motion carried.   
  
Public Comment 
Cathy Pabich representing the Friends of Crescent Beach spoke of the dangers of coal tar 
applications and their support of a ban prohibiting the use of coal tar in the City of Algoma. 
 
Rhonna Hemm, resident at 709 Third St., Algoma, spoke in regards to a home at 721 Third St., 
Algoma, that the neighbors refer to as blighted.  She asked that something be done to address 
the current condition of the home and that the City be more proactive in addressing blighted and 
nuisance properties. 
 
Old Business 
The committee discussed their concerns regarding the use of coal tar in the City and how 
enforcement could be handled if a ban were to be put in place.  Pabich moved, seconded by 
Cleveland, to direct the Mayor, Clerk, and Public Works Director to work together to draft an 
ordinance regarding the application of coal tar to be presented to Council for a first reading at 
the July 2019 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
New Business 
Meverden moved, seconded by Dachelet, to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Anthony Naze 
as a Student Representative on the Community Development Committee.  Motion carried. 
 
Groessl moved, seconded by Meverden, to recommend the Common Council authorize an 
agreement with the Wisconsin Department of Revenue for State Debt Collections.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Maring moved, seconded by Pabich, to recommend the Common Council approve setting a 
monthly stipend for a cable volunteer for YouTube video uploads.  Motion carried. 
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Dachelet moved, seconded by Schmidt, to recommend the Common Council approve the 
purchase of a 2019 Vermeer BC1500XL Drum Style Chipper in partnership with the Algoma 
Utilities at a total purchase price of $54,525.00 with the City of Algoma Public Works 
Department and Algoma Utilities each contributing $27,262.50 to the purchase.  Motion carried. 
 
Dachelet moved, seconded by Maring, to forward Ordinance 812 relating to the confidentiality of 
information about income and expenses requested by the assessor in property assessment 
matters in the City of Algoma to the Common Council for a first reading at the July 2019 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Works Director Matt Murphy provided information regarding Change Order  
No. 1 for the South Lake Street Sewer and Water Project.  After discussion and additional 
questions Murphy will follow up with Cedar Corporation to provide more details to the committee 
on the change order. 
 
The committee discussed an Economic Development 101 for Local Leaders course being 
offered in Kewaunee County later this year.  Dependent on date and time, the City of Algoma 
will possibly have 7 participants. 
 
The committee discussed the condition of the south pier wall and the need for improvements to 
increase safety.  Mayor Schmidt asked that the individual committees of the City along with the 
Mayor and Common Council draft letters to encourage State and Federal representatives to 
include funding for repairs in the 2020 budget. 
 
City Clerk Jamie Jackson informed the committee of the discontinuance of the free software 
used for meeting packet distribution.  Due to the cost associated with upgrading the software to 
a paid version the committee has directed the Clerk to provide packets in PDF form via email 
once the free software is no longer available. 
 
The committee discussed issues of property maintenance and the City’s ordinances that 
address property maintenance.  Alderperson Pabich recapped a meeting that he held with 
concerned residents of Ward 1.  The Mayor and Clerk will work with the City Attorney to review 
the current ordinances and provide an update to bring back to the Finance and Personnel 
Committee in July. 
 
Alderperson Wiese joined the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Public Works Director Murphy presented information from the Public Works Committee and the 
recommendation by the Committee that the City continue to pay for repairs done to sewer 
laterals in the street and from the curb stop to the main when a property owner has work done in 
their portion of the sewer lateral.  It was the consensus of the Finance and Personnel 
Committee to support the recommendation by the Public Works Committee and make no 
changes to the current ordinance. 
 
Mayor Schmidt informed the committee of recent dialogue between City Hall and Algoma 
Utilities following his appointment to the Utility Commission.  Algoma Utilities has concerns 
about monthly wages being paid to Utility Commissioners that are members of the Council and 
also feels that the Mayor should not be able to serve in a resident position on the Commission.  
Mayor Schmidt suggested that the ordinance be changed to include language that the Mayor 
sits on the Commission and the language be changed to remove pay for all Commissioners.  
Maring presented concerns with Municipal Code 13.01 Sections 6-9 regarding purchasing 
policy, annual audit, contractual commitment, and expenditures and suggested the Council 
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consider making those sections tighter.  After much discussion, the committee recommended no 
changes to the ordinance and suggested that the Mayor should serve on the Utility Commission 
until it is proved otherwise that he cannot be a member of the Commission. 
 
Agenda items for the July 17, 2019 meeting will include a review of current liquor license 
ordinances and discussion on any recommendated changes and enforcement of the 
ordinances. 
 
Maring moved, seconded by Meverden, at 10:13 a.m. to go into closed session pursuant to: 
Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1) (c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or 
performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, and relating to Police Chief’s completion of 6-month 
probationary period.  Motion carried. 
 
Pabich moved, seconded by Meverden, at 10:32 a.m. to reconvene into open session pursuant 
to Wisconsin Statute 19.85(2).  Motion carried. 
 
Meverden moved, seconded by Wiese, to put on record that Police Chief, Randy Remiker, has 
satisfactorily completed his 6-month probationary period.  Motion carried. 
 
Maring moved, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn at 10:33 a.m.   The motion carried, and the 
Committee stood adjourned, until Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. at City Hall.   


